EU ‘LAGGARDS" & UNEVEN BURDEN-SHARING

1. Adherence to Copenhagen Criteria
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- The resemblance between the maps indicates
a similar group of ‘laggards’ underperforms
on these two key Copenhagen Criteria; as this
infographic shows below, these ‘laggards’
also generally share less of the burdens of EU
membership while receiving arguably greater
material benefits
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- Despite notable exceptions, the maps show,
again, that a similar group of countries
exhibits reluctance to accept part of the EU
immigration & refugee crisis burdens
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4. Conclusions?

- The graphics above highlight the EU’s problem of
‘laggards’ and uneven burden-sharing

- Interestingly, however, it is also this group of

- Indeed, it appears to be a similar (though not ‘laggards’ that arguably receives the most material
identical) group of countries that has lagged in its benefits from EU membership—via greater EU
adherence to EU norms and values, while also funding, as indicated in section 3.

showing a reluctance to share part of the burdens of

EU membershi
g - As such, there may be a broad issue of ‘free-riding’

> ) = a0 in the EU, where countries become members to
- This group of consistent ‘laggards’ is composed receive the Union’'s material benefits, without fully

largely of post-communist countries, including committing to its principles—or accepting a fair
Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria, Romania; among others share of burdens of EU membership
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