
OBJECTIVE 
2020

OBJECTIVE 
2030

Lack of binding 
mechanism

A reduction in Europe's greenhouse 
gas emissions by 20% by 2020 

compared to 1990

Renewable energy development to 
reach 20% of the EU energy mix in 

2020

A reduction of energy consumption in Europe by 
20% by 2020 compared to a trend scenario. This 

objective is not binding, only indicative

Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3 

N/A

100 billion $/ year by 
2020 to help 

developing countries 
achieve their goals 

180 billion € between 
2014 & 2020 

Kyoto protocol

Paris Agreement

EU package 

95%

99%

100%

Budget Signatories Signatories but not ratified

1/192

28/197

0

Achieved
100%

Achieved 
70%

Remaining
30%

Achieved
85%

Remaining
15%

Achieved 
62%

Remaining 
38%

Top-down 
approach 
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Critics of the package

THE EUROPEAN UNION CLIMATE AND ENERGY PACKAGE

Weak-willed 
package

'Status quo' objectives 
that follow the natural 
market trend and even 

trigger 'attentist' 
attitudes

Europeans citizens 
seen as 'consumers' 

rather than 
stakeholders in the 

policy formation 

Vagueness in 
wording ( e.g. 

use of 'should' 
instead of 
'required')

Exit

0

Achieved
87.9%

Remaining
12.1%

Achieved
61%

Remaining
39%

Sources:  Eurostat, UNFCC, Europa.eu 


